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SUBJECT: PATRIARCH OF ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH DEPOSED: 
EMBASSY COMMENTS 

1 . PREVIOUS EMBTEL REPORTS THAT THE PATRIACH OF THE 
ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, ABUNA TEWOFLOS, HAS BEEN 
DEPOSED AND IS REPORTED UNDER ARREST. THE DEPT WILT. RECALL 
THAT THE ABUNA HAD BEEN UNDER SOME CONSTRAINT, WHICH WE HAVE 
LOOSELY TERMED "HOUSE ARREST," FOR A NUMBER OF MONTHS. HIS 
REMOVAL FROM OFFICE DOES NOT, THEREFORE, COME AS A GREAT 
SURPRISE. 

2. TEWOFLOS HAD LONG BEEN IN DIFFICULTY. MANY AMONG THE 
FAITHFUL TURNED THEIR BACKS UPON HIS AS IT BECAME CLEAR TO 
THEM THAT HE WAS ALLOWING HIMSELF TO BE USED BY THE DIRG 
TO THE LATTER'S PURPOSES. THE CHRISTIAN ELITES DESPISED HIM 
FOR FAILING TO STAND UP TO THE DIRG TO PROTECT CHURCH 
INTERESTS-AND, INCIDENTALLY, THEIR OWN. THEIR LOW 
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IN THE FAILURE OF THE INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH TO PLAY THE 
ROLE OF A COUNTER-POISE TO DIRG AUTHORITY ETHICALLY, 

IDEOLOGICALLY, AND, OF COURSE, POLITICALLY. THE 

DIRG FOR ITS PART LIKELY VIEWED THE ABUNA, A PILLAR OF 

THE OLD ORDER, AS PERSONALLY AND PHILOSOPHICALLY OPPOSED 

TO THEM. IT FEARED THE POLITICAL POTENTIAL OF THE CHURCH 

VIZ., ITS PRESUMED ABILITY TO ORGANIZE THE FAITHFUL 

IN OPPOSITION TO A "PROGRESSIVE" MILITARY LEADERSHIP. THE DIRG SAW 

THE PATRIARCH S PERSONAL VULNERABILITIES, HOWEVER, AND EXPLOITED 

THEM FULLY. THE PATRIARCH WAS THREATHENED WITH THE DISCLOSURE 

OF HIS MANY TRANSGRESSIONS; ALLOWED TO BARGAIN ENDLESSLY TO 

SAFEGUARD SOME ELEMENT OF CHURCH PROPERTY AND REVENUE FROM 

THE DIRG'S NATIONALIZATION MEASURES; PERMITTED TO RETAIN 

HIS PRIVILEGES AND ALLOWED TO HOPE THAT AN ACCOMMODATION 

WITH THE NEW AUTHORITY MIGHT YET BE ACHIEVED. MEANWHILE, 

THE CHURCH HIERARCHY WAS IN EFFECT NEUTRALIZED AND THE 
FAITHFUL WERE ALLOWED TO CONTEMPLATE AND SAVOR THIS SPECTACLE. 
WHEN THE PATRIARCH HAD BECOME SUFFICIENTLY DISCREDITED. THE 
DIRG BEGAN TO CONSTRAIN HIM AND HAS NOW BROUGHT THIS PROCESS 
TO ITS LOGICAL CONCLUSION. 

3. IF THE DIRG NOW PROCEEDS TO ALLOW THE HOLY SYNOD TO 
SELECT A SUCCESSOR ABUNA MORE OR LESS NORMALLY AND 
REASSURES THE FAITHFUL THAT BEYOND SOME OVERDUE 
ADMINISTARATIVE REFORMS IT DOES NOT INTEND TO INTERFERE 
IN DOCTRINAL MATTERS, THE PASSING OF TEWOFLOS WILL LIKELY 
GO UNMOURNED. THIS MAY NOT BE A SIMPLE MATTER, HOWEVER, 

AS CHRISTIAN ETHIOPIAN ELITES TEND TO ASSOCIATE THEIR 
STATUS WITH THEIR CHRISTIANITY. THESE MIDDLE-CLASS ELITES 
FEEL MORE THAN EVER UNDER ATTACK BY THE DIRG AT THIS 
JUNCTURE AND IT WOULD NOT SURPRISE US SHOULD THEY COME TO 
SUSPECT THAT THE DEPOSING OF TEWOFLOS IS ONLY THE NEXT 
STEP IN A REVOLUTIONARY MARXIST PROCESS OF DISESTABLISHMENT 
AIMED NOT MERELY AT THE CROWN AND A DISCREDITED ABUNA, BUT AT THE 
CHURCH AND, ULTIMATELY, AT THEM AS A CLASS. 
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